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Field Methods

1 Introduction: Fieldworkasan importanttool for social sciences

and public policies

2 Theqestionnaire

2.1 The questionnaire conception and process

2.2 Sampling problem

2.3 Designing questions

2.4 Validity and robustness

3 The interview

3.1 Structured or semi-structured interview

3.2 Conducing interviews: Step by step

3.3 Sampling methods

4 Other methods

4.1 Focus Groups

4.2 Life story and narrative material

4.3 Observations and exploratory methods

5 Data analysis: Making decisions from facts

5.1 Coding the questionnaire and statistical analysis: Descriptive approach

5.2 The interview and qualitative analysis: Comprehensive approach

6 Example: How do you find a job in Bogota?

6.1 Data collection: The mixed approach

6.2 Statistical analysis: Social regularities

6.3 Qualitative analysis: Social norms and institutional rules
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